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H A R R Y  H A R R ISO N
creator of interstellar-criminal-turned-law-enforcer. 
Slippery Jim DiGriz and BILL, THE GALACTIC HERO; 

author of the EDEN trilogy; co-author of the 
HAMMER AND THE CROSS trilogy 

will address the Group

on Friday 15th November 1996, 
7.45 for 8.00pm, at the Prince Hotel 

(Station Street, Birmingham city centre)

A prolific novelist, Harry Harrison has in his career explored most of 
the major themes of SF. Robots appear in his collection WAR WITH 

THE ROBOTS (1962); matter transmission in the collection ONE STEP 
FROM EARTH (1970); space opera in STAR SMASHERS OF THE 

GALAXY RANGERS (1973); generation starships in CAPTIVE 
UNIVERSE (1969); parallel worlds in A TRANS-ATLANTIC TUNNEL, 
HURRAH! (1972); over-population in MAKE ROOM! MAKE ROOM! 
(1966) - which became the Nebula award winning film SOYLENT 
GREEN (1973). An Honorary President of the Group, Harry is a 

popular speaker and was Guest of Honour at Novacons 12 and 25.

A dm ittance: M em bers: £2.50 (£2.00 Unwaged), Non-M em bers £3.75 (£2.75 Unwaged). ( U nwaged d iscounts are 
at the d iscre tion  o f the C om m ittee and w ill depend on sa tis factory proof o f sta tus being produced.)

T h e  BSFG m e e ts  a t 7 .4 5 p m  on th e  3 rd  F riday  o f e ve ry  m o n th  (u n less  o th e rw is e  n o tif ie d )  in  th e  
u p s ta irs  fu n c t io n  ro o m  o f th e  P rince  H o te l, S ta tio n  S tre e t in B irm in g h a m  c ity  c e n tre  ( fo rm e rly  

S te p h e n s o n 's  H o te l, b e tw e e n  th e  E le c tric  C inem a  and th e  B us S ta tio n ). T h e  a n nua l s u b s c r ip tio n  
ra te s  (w h ic h  in c lu d e  12 co p ie s  o f th is  n e w s le t te r  and re d u c e d  p r ic e  e n try  to  m e e tin g s ) a re  

£ 1 0 .0 0  p e r p e rso n , o r £ 1 3 .50  fo r  2 m e m b e rs  a t th e  sa m e  a d d re ss . C h e q u e s  e tc . sh o u ld  be  
m a d e  p a ya b le  to  "the  B irm in g h a m  S c ie n ce  F ic tio n  G roup" and  s e n t to :  th e  T re a su re r, Sarah 

F reak ley , c /o  121 C ape H ill, S m e th w ic k , W a rle y , B 66 4S H . (E -m ail s h o u ld  go  v ia : b s fg @ b o rta s . 
d e m o n .c o .u k )  B o o k  re v ie w s , re v ie w  co p ie s  and o th e r c o n tr ib u t io n s  an d  e n q u ir ie s  re g a rd in g  th e  

B ru m  G ro u p  N e w s  to : M a rtin  T udor, N e w s le tte r  E d ito r, 2 4  R a ve n sb o u rn e  G rove , o f f  C la rkes 
Lane, W ille n h a ll, W e s t M id la n d s , W V 1 3  1HX.



Colophon

T he c o n te n ts  o f th is  issue  are c o p y r ig h t 1996 
th e  BSFG, on b e h a lf o f th e  c o n tr ib u to rs , to  
w h o m  all r ig h ts  re v e rt on p u b lic a tio n .
P ersona l o p in io n s  e xp re sse d  in th is  
p u b lic a t io n  do n o t n e ce ssa rily  re f le c t  th o s e  o f 
th e  c o m m it te e  or th e  m e m b e rs h ip  o f th e  
BSFG

All te x t b y  M a rtin  T u d o r e xce p t w h e re  s ta te d  
o th e rw is e . Th is  is su e  w as  p r in te d  on  th e  
CR ITIC AL W AV E  p h o to c o p ie r. For d e ta ils  o f 
W AVE'S c o m p e tit iv e  p rice s  c o n ta c t M a rtin  
T u d o r a t th e  e d ito ria l ad d ress  on th e  cove r.

M a n y  th a n ks  th is  is su e  to  BERNIE EVANS fo r  
p ro d u c in g  th e  a d d re ss  labe ls , s u p p ly in g  n e w s  
fro m  th e  N e t and tra n s fe rr in g  f i le s ;  TO N Y  
BERRY. R ICH AR D  S TAN D AG E, C A R O L 
M O R T O N , THE B IR M IN G H A M  EVENING 
M A IL , W H A T 'S  O N , THE B IR M IN G H A M  VOICE 
and  STEVE GREEN fo r  th e  o th e r  n e w s  in th e  
Jo p h a n  R e p o rt and  th e  Events lis tin g .

W ill "P. P h illips", w h o  jo in e d  th e  G ro u p  in M ay, 
p lea se  se n d  h is ad d re ss  to :

B e rn ie  Evans, 121 C ape H ill, S m e th w ic k , 
W e s t M id la n d s , B66 4SH .

Forthcoming Events

15 N O V EM BE R  1996: HARRY H A R R IS O N , one 
o f th e  G roup 's  H o n o ra ry  P re s id e n ts , c re a to r o f 
th e  S ta in le ss  S tee l Rat, e tc  w ill a d d re s s  th e  
BSFG, 7 .4 5 p m  fo r  8 p m , a t th e  P rince  H o te l,
(on  S ta tio n  St., b e h in d  N e w  St. S ta tio n , near 
th e  E le c tr ic  C inem a  and Bus S ta tio n , in th e  
c ity  cen tre ).

16 N O V EM BE R  19 96 : H A R R Y  H A R R IS O N  w ill 
be  s ig n in g  a t A n d ro m e d a  b o o k  sh o p , 2-5 
S u ffo lk  S tre e t, B irm in g h a m , B1 1LT. Call 
0 1 2 1 -6 43 -199 9  fo r  fu r th e r  d e ta ils  o f th is  and 
o th e r s ig n in g s .
23 N O V EM BE R  19 96 : B U Z Z  A LD R IN  w ill be 
s ig n in g  co p ie s  o f TH E T IDES O F TIBE R  (w h ic h  
he has c o -w r it te n  w ith  J o h n  B a rn es ) fro m  
no on  at A n d ro m e d a  b o o k  sh o p , 2-5 S u ffo lk  
S tre e t, B irm in g h a m , B1 1LT. (N B : to  be 
c o n firm e d .) Call 0 1 2 1 -6 4 3 -1 9 9 9  fo r  fu r th e r  
d e ta ils  o f th is  and  o th e r  s ig n in g s .
23  N O V EM BE R  1996 : B U Z Z  A L D R IN , A p o llo  
a s tro n a u t, w il l be  d e liv e r in g  a ta lk  a b o u t h is 
b o ok , THE TIDES OF T IB E R  (w h ic h  he  has 
c o -w r it te n  w ith  Jo h n  B a rn es) f ro m  6 .3 0 p m  at 
th e  L ib ra ry  T h e a tre , C e n tra l L ib ra ry , 
B irm in g h a m . Call 0 1 2 1 -2 3 6 -5 6 2 2  fo r  t ic k e ts  
(o r 01 2 1 -2 3 5 -3 3 6 8  fo r  fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n ) .

14-17 FEBR U ARY 19 97 : A T T IT U D E : THE 
C O N V EN TIO N  a t th e  A b b e y  H o te l, G re a t 
M a lve rn . A tte n d in g  £ 2 7 .0 0  (u n til th e y  c lo se  
on  31 Ja n u a ry  1997). H o te l b o o k in g  fo rm s  are 
n o w  ava ila b le  - d e a d lin e  m id -N o v e m b e r, so  
hu rry ! C o n ta c t: F irs t F lo o r F la t, 14 P r itt le w e ll 
S quare, S o u th e n d -o n -S e a , SS1 1D W .
28-31 M A R C H  1997: IN TE R V E N T IO N  th e  4 8 th  
UK N a tiona l SF C o n v e n tio n , A d e lp h i H o te l, 
L ive rp o o l. T h e m e  "c o m m u n ic a tio n " . G uests  
Brian W  A ld iss , D av id  L a n g fo rd , J o n  B erg and 
O cta v ia  B u tle r. A tte n d in g  £ 3 0 .0 0 , s u p p o rt in g  
£ 2 0 .0 0  un til 30  N o v e m b e r 19 96 . (T hen  £ 4 0 .0 0  
a tte n d in g , £ 3 0 .0 0  s u p p o r t in g .)  C heq ues  
(p ayab le  to  " In te rv e n tio n ") s h o u ld  b e  s e n t to :
12 C ro w s b u ry  C lose , E m s w o rth , H a n ts ., P O lO  
7TS, (e -m a il in te rv e n t io n @ p o m p e y .d e m o n . 
co .uk .
3-5 SEPTEM BER  1 9 97 : LO N E S TA R C O N  5 5 th  
W o r ld  SF C o n v e n tio n , San A n to n io , Texas, 
USA. C o n ta c t: PO B o x  2 7 2 7 7 , A u s tin , TX 
78755 -227 7 , USA.
14-16 N O V E M B E R  1 9 9 7 : N O V A C O N  27, th e  
annual s f c o n v e n tio n  o f th e  B ru m  G ro up , w ill 
be  he ld  a t th e  De V e re  A b b e y  H o te l, G rea t



M a lve rn . G u e s t o f H o n o u r P e te r F H a m ilto n . 
A tte n d in g  m e m b e rs h ip  £ 2 5 .00  un til 1 A p ril 
1997. S u p p o rtin g  £ 1 0 .5 0 . P rog ress  R epo rt 
#1 and h o te l b o o k in g  fo rm s  n o w  ava ila b le . 
C o n ta c t: C aro l M o rto n , 14 Park S tre e t, Lye, 
S to u rb rid g e , W e s t M id la n d s , DY9 8SS.

27 D E C E M B E R  1999 - 2 JA N U A R Y  2 0 0 0 : 
M IL L E N N IU M . V e n u e  to  be a n n o u n ce d , b u t 
d e fin ite ly  in N o rth e rn  E u ro pe  (p ro b a b ly  a 
B eN eLu x  c o u n try  o r UK), £ 3 .0 0  (f 10 .00) pe r 
year, to  be d e d u c te d  fro m  eve n tua l 
m e m b e rs h ip  fe e  (to  be  a n n o u n ce d  b e fo re  
1997). C o n ta c t: M a lc o lm  Reid, 186 C a s e w ic k  
Road, W e s t N o rw o o d , L o ndon , SE27 0SZ.

A lth o u g h  d e ta ils  a re  c o r re c t to  th e  b e s t o f ou r 
kn o w le d g e , w e  a d v ise  re aders  to  c o n ta c t 
o rgan ize rs  p r io r to  tra v e llin g . A lw a y s  e n c lo s e  
a s ta m p e d , s e lf-a d d re s s e d  e n ve lo p e  w h e n  
w r it in g  to  an y  o f  th e  ab o ve  c o n ta c t a d d re sse s . 
P lease m e n tio n  th e  B R U M  G R O U P NEW S 
w h e n  re p ly in g  to  lis t in g s  o r a d v e rtis e m e n ts .

If you  k n o w  o f an y  e ve n ts  w h ic h  yo u  th in k  
m a y  be  o f in te re s t to  m e m b e rs  o f th e  BSFG 
p lea se  se n d  d e ta ils  to  th e  E d ito r.

If you  have a tte n d e d  any e ve n ts  o r se e n  any 
f i lm s  o r v id e o s  th a t yo u  w o u ld  like  to  
re c o m m e n d  to  o th e r  m e m b e rs  (o r w a rn  th e m  
a b o u t) p lea se  fe e l f re e  to  w r ite  a re p o rt or 
re v ie w  and se n d  it  to  th e  e d ito ria l a d d re ss .

N ovacon  26 to o k  p la ce  o ve r th e  w e e k e n d  o f 
th e  8-10 N o v e m b e r 1996 at th e  H o te l Ibis in 
B irm in g h a m . A lth o u g h  th e  h o te l w a s  a b it 
sm a ll fo r  s u ch  an e ve n t, b o th  th e  co n v e n tio n  
a tte n d e e s  and m a n y  o f th e  h o te l s ta f f  and 
m a n a g e m e n t ro se  to  th e  o cca s io n  and  a

p le a s a n t fe e lin g  o f go od  h u m o u r f i l le d  th e  
w e e k e n d .

G u e s t o f H o n o u r, D avid G e m m e ll, w as  
u n fo r tu n a te ly  ca lled  h o m e  p a rt-w a y  th ro u g h  
S und ay , b u t had  p a rtic ip a te d  h e a v ily  in th e  
p ro g ra m m e  up  to  th e n  and had p ro ve n  a 
p o p u la r  g u e s t.

T h e  w e e k e n d  w as  m o s t heav ily  in flu e n c e d , 
h o w e v e r, b y  th e  T ra n s -A tla n tic  Fan Fund n e w s  
w h ic h  w a s  re le a se d  im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  th e  
e v e n t - th a t th e  p rev ious  E uropean TAFF 
a d m in is tra to r , A b iga il F rost, had fa ile d  to  pass 
o v e r an y  fu n d s  to  th is  yea r's  w in n e r M a rtin  
T u d o r. (Fu ll d e ta ils  o f th is  n e w s  a p pea rs  in 
th e  E u ro pean  TAFF n e w s le tte r  TA FFIon  T u d o r 
# 2  and  in D ave  L a n g fo rd 's  A n s ib le  # 1 1 2 .)
T h is  had o b v io u s ly  le ft  th e  E uropean  fu n d  
s e v e re ly  d e p le te d  - th is  yea r's  tr ip  ha v in g  been 
f in a n c e d  by  a se rie s  o f in te re s t fre e  loans 
fro m  c o n c e rn e d  ind iv id ua ls , th e  U n ite d  Fan 
F unds A u c tio n s  and th e  M e x ico n  Hat.

In an a m a z in g  d isp la y  o f g o o d w ill to w a rd s  th e  
fu n d  th e  281 a tte n d e e s  a t N ovaco n  ra ised  
£ 1 ,3 0 8 .9 0  in TAFF au c tio n s  on S a tu rd a y  and 
S u n d a y  n ig h t. (This fig u re  in c lu d e s  th e  sa le  o f 
tw o  ite m s  fo r  TAFF in th e  A rt A u c tio n  - a p iece  
o f  s ta in e d  g lass  p ro d u ce d  by  th e  la te  B ob 
S h a w  and  a fu ll-c o lo u r A rth u r "A T o m " 
T h o m s o n  p a in tin g .) In a d d itio n  to  th is  a 
fu r th e r  £ 1 3 2 .4 0  w as  ra ised by  N ic  Fa rey in a 
s e c re t  b e e r ta s t in g  in h is ho te l b e d ro o m !

T h e  c u r re n t E uropean TAFF A d m in is tra to r , 
M a rt in  T u d o r, w o u ld  like  to  ta k e  th is  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  th a n k  eve ryo n e  w h o  h e lp e d  
a u c tio n  m a te r ia l a t N ovacon (e sp e c ia lly  Pam  
W e lls , T o n y  B erry, G reg P icke rsg ill, A liso n  
S c o tt, B r id g e t H a rd cas tle  and R ichard  
S ta n d a g e ), as w e ll as eve ryo n e  w h o  d o n a te d  
m a te r ia l and  pa id  s illy  a m o u n ts  o f m o n e y ! He 
w o u ld  a lso  like  to  thank  the  C o n fa b u la tio n  
c o m m it te e  w h o  d o n a te d  £500 a t th e  w e e k e n d
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and G ary  F a rbe r w h o  p a sse d  o ve r a £2 0 0  
ch e q u e  fro m  p re v io u s  A d m in is tra to r , A b ig a il 
F ros t ( th is  b e in g  th e  f i r s t  o f a se rie s  o f 
in s ta lm e n ts  by  w h ic h  s h e  ho p e s  to  re p a y  th e  
m o n e y  sh e  fa ile d  to  pass ove r thu s  far).
T u d o r w e n t  on to  say th a t if  fu r th e r  d o n a tio n s  
w h ic h  ha ve  be en  p ro m is e d  c o m e  th ro u g h  
s h o rtly , n o t o n ly  w ill a ll th e  m o n e y  E uropean  
TAFF o w e s  be  re p a id  b e fo re  C h ris tm a s  th is  
year, b u t a "h e a lth y  s ta r t"  w il l have b e e n  
m a d e  to w a rd s  c o v e rin g  th e  E uropean 
e xp e n se s  o f th e  n e x t N o rth  A m e r ic a n  w in n e r 
in M a rch  1997. He a d d e d  th a t he h o p e s  to  
c o n d u c t fu r th e r  fu n d -ra is in g  a t ATT ITU D E :
THE C O N V E N T IO N  in F e b ru a ry  1997 and 
th ro u g h  a p o s ta l a u c tio n  e a rly  ne x t yea r.

TAFF w a s  n o t th e  o n ly  b e n e fic ia ry  o f th e  
g e n e ro s ity  o f N o vaco n  m e m b e rs : a c o lle c tio n  
in m e m o ry  o f B o b  S h a w  ra ise d  £ 6 9 .32  w ith  
sa les  o f b o o k s  fe tc h in g  a fu r th e r  £97 - th is  
m o n e y  w a s  p a ssed  o v e r to  B ob 's  w id o w , 
N ancy  S h a w , to  b e  d o n a te d  to  c h a r ity  in  B ob 's  
m e m o ry . W h ile  A n n e  W o o d fo rd  c o lle c te d  
£ 1 0 5 .2 5  in th e  tra d it io n a l RNIB ra ffle .

N ancy  S h a w  w a s  a lso  p re s e n te d  w ith  a 
S pec ia l N ova A w a rd  to  B o b  S haw  fo r  "B e s t 
Fan". T h e  o th e r N ovas g o in g  to  D W e s t fo r  
B es t Fan A r t is t,  A lis o n  F re e b a irn  fo r  B e s t Fan 
W rite r , B e s t Fanz ine  g o in g  to  jo in t-e d ito rs  
M a rk  P lu m m e r and  C la ire  B ria ley  fo r  W A X E N  
W IN G S  A N D  B A N A N A  SKINS.

The fu ll N ova b re a k d o w n  fo l lo w s ; th e  n u m b e r 
in b ra cke ts  in d ic a te s  th e  n u m b e r o f p o in ts  
re ce ive d  a fte r  to ta ll in g  f ir s t  p lace  (5), s e co n d  
p lace  (3) and  th ird  p la ce  (1) vo te s  on each 
b a llo t:

BEST F A N Z IN E :
1. W A X E N  W IN G S  A N D  B A N A N A  SKINS ed 
C la ire  B ria ley , M a rk  P lu m m e r (161).
2. A TT ITU D E  ed  M ic h a e l A b b o tt,  Pam  W e lls , 
Jo h n  D a llm a n  (81).

3. PLOKTA ed S te v e  D av ies , A lis o n  S c o tt (75).
4. P O G O N O P H O B IA  ed  A lis o n  F reeb a irn  (67).
5. B O B ! ed Ian S o re n s e n  (49).
6. HAVE BAG , W IL L  TR A V E L ed M a rtin  T u do r 
(32).
7. EM PTIES ed M a r t in  T u d o r (28).
8. G O T T E R D A M M E R U N G  ed  M a rk  M cG ann, 
T o m m y  F e rg u so n , J a m e s  M c K e e  (19).
9. A N SIB LE  ed  D a ve  L a n g fo rd  (16).
10. THE D IS ILLU S IO N IS T  ed  A n th o n y  J 
S hep he rd  (13).
11 =  S N UFK IN 'S  B U M  e d  M a u re e n  S p e lle r (11) 

ZO RN ed M ik e  S c o tt  (11).
1 3 =  READING M A T T E R S  ed  T IBS  (10) 

A N O R A K  R E D E M P T IO N  ed  N ige l E 
R ichardson  (10)
1 5 =  M A LA C H ITE  G REEN ed M ik e  D S iddall, 

A liso n  F re e b a irn  (9)
PLATYPUS ed  S im o n  O u n s le y  (9)

1 6 =  EYEBALLS IN T H E  SKY ed T o n y  B erry  (8) 
KELPIE'S P O O L  e d  A lis o n  F reeb a irn  (8)

18 W A L LB A N G E R  ed  Eve H a rve y  (7)
1 9 =  DO G 'S B AS K E T (6)

FTT ed J u d ith  H anna , J o s e p h  N icho la s  (6) 
GERALD (6).

22 S ID D H A R T H A e d  Ian W ill ia m s  (5).
2 3 =  B A LLO O N S  OVER B R IS TO L ed Pete & 

Sue B in fie ld  (4)
FE R M A T (4)
TU D O R  D Y N A S T Y  ed  B e rn ie  Evans (4) 

2 6 =  FLYING PIG (3)
NEVER Q U IT E  A R R IV IN G  ed  C hris tina  
Lake (3).

28 FANS A C R O S S  TH E  W O R L D
N EW SLETTER  ed  B r id g e t W ilk in s o n  (2) 

2 9 =  A B A LA N C E D  DIET e d  Paul K inca id  (1) 
PSYCHO D Y S E P S IA  (1)
S A L IR O M A N IA  e d  M ic h a e l A s h le y  (1)

BEST F A N W R IT E R :
1. A liso n  F re e b a irn  (117)
2. M a rk  P lu m m e r (108)
3. Dave L a n g fo rd  (61)
4. M a rtin  T u d o r (51)
5. C la ire  B ria le y  (50)
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6. Ian S o re nsen  (46)
7. H e len a  B o w le s  (27)
8. N ig e l R icha rdson  (17)
9. A lis o n  S c o tt (15)
10. M ik e  S idda ll (14)
11. M ik e  A b b o tt (11)
1 2 =  D o p (1 0 )

Paul K inca id  (10)
14. S ue  M a son  (9)
1 5 =  M a u re e n  S p e lle r (7) 

T o m m y  F e rg u so n  (7) 
S im o n  O u n s le y  (7) 

18. G re g  P icke rsg ill (6)
1 9 =  M a rk  M cG a nn  (5) 

C h ris tin a  Lake (5) 
S te ve  J e ffe ry  (5) 
M ik e  S c o tt (5)
Jo h n  D a llm an  (5)

24 . J u d ith a  Hanna (4)
2 5 =  T o n y  B erry  (3)

Kari (3)
J il ly  Reed (3)

2 8 =  J im  de  L iskard  (2) 
D ave H icks  (2)

3 0 =  Pam  W e lls  (1)
T ib s  (1)
S teve  D avies (1)

BEST FAN A R TIS T:
1. D W e s t (93)
2. D ave M o o rin g  (88)
3 =  D ave H icks  (84)

S ue M a son  (84)
5. S te ve  J e ffe ry  (45)
6. J im  B arke r (15)
7. S hep  K irkb rid e  (11)
8. A n n  S tokes (9)
9 =  Ian S orensen  (5)

S M S  (5)
11 = T e d d y  (3)

R oo (3)
D ave H ardy (3)

14. Ian B rooks (1)

Book Reviews

FA IR Y LA N D  b y  Paul J . M c A u le y , 
V is ta , £ 5 .9 9 , 4 1 6 p p  
R e v ie w e d  b y  P a u lin e  M o rg a n .

T h e  t im e  is ea rly  n e x t c e n tu ry —o ld e r p e o p le  
s t i l l  re m e m b e r th e  1990s. T e ch n o lo g ica l 
a d vances  have g iven  us a le isu re  age b u t 
p e o p le  w a n t n o ve lty . G e n e tic  e n g in e e rin g  has 
p ro v id e d  b lue  sk in n e d  d o lls  w h ic h  can be 
pe ts , s laves, s e x  o b je c ts . T h e re  are n e w  
d ru g s— n o t c h e m ic a ls  b u t ta ilo re d  
p s y c h o a v tive  v iru se s , s h o rt lived  and 
a d d ic tive , and  th e re  are  fe m b o ts . T h e se  are 
th e  p ro d u c t o f n a n o -te ch n o lo g y , e x tre m e ly  
t in y  m a ch in e s  w h ic h  can enhance , a d d ic t or 
change .

A lex  S ha rkey  is a fa t  m an. He m a n u fa c tu re s  
p syc h a c tiv e  v iru se s  on  th e  ed g e  o f le g a lity  
and is p a rt o f th e  u n d e rw o rld . H e is 
com m issioned to  m a ke  a h o rm o n e  w h ic h  w ill 
e n ab le  d o lls  to  b re e d —at p re se n t each on e  
has to  b e  g ro w n  a fre sh . Each d o ll a lso  had a 
ch ip  im p la n te d  b e h in d  one  eye  w h ic h  c o n tro ls  
its a c tio n s . T h en  he m e e ts  M ilen a , w h o  
a ppears  to  be  a sm a ll g irl b u t is a lso a ge n iu s . 
A lex  is s u c k e re d  in to  h e lp in g  he r re m o v e  th e  
c o n tro l c h ip  f ro m  a do ll. So fa ir ie s  a re  bo rn

The a c tio n  m o ve s  on  in t im e  to  m a in la n d  
E urope. A le x  is se a rc h in g  fo r  M ile n a  and  
fa ir ie s  have ta ke n  up  re s id e n ce  in w h a t w a s  
D isney la nd . Led by th e  T w in s  th e y  c o n s p ire  
a g a in s t h u m a n k in d . Then  th e re  is th e  
C h ild rens ' C rusa de  m a rch in g  across E u ro pe

Th is b o o k  is e x tre m e ly  d if f ic u lt  to  d e s c r ib e  as 
it d ip s  in to  va rio us  fr in g e  cu ltu re s . It has a 
s e e d in e ss  th a t co m e s  w ith  th e  m is u s e  o f 
te c h n o lo g y . T h e re  are, p re su m a b ly , 
re a so n a b ly  n o rm a l p e o p le  liv ing  in E u ro p e  bu t
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th e ir  lives are s c a rc e ly  to u c h e d  b y  th e  even ts  
p o rtra ye d . A n y  in fo rm a t io n  th e y  have is 
re la ye d  th ro u g h  n e w s  ch a n n e ls . T h is  is g o od , 
e x tra p o la tiv e  s c ie n c e  f ic t io n ,  c o m p le x ly - 
w r it te n . To g e t m o s t  e n jo y m e n t o u t o f it it 
h e lp s  to  have s o m e  k n o w le d g e  o f  s c ie n c e  and 
th e  s ilic o n  re v o lu t io n . It is n o t lig h t re ad ing  bu t 
is p o te n tia lly  re w a rd in g .

TH E  LAST LE G E N D S  O F  EAR TH
b y  A  A  A tta n a s io
NEL, p /b , £ 5 .9 9 , 5 5 6 p p .
S ta r R a tin g : * * *  ,
R e v ie w e d  b y  D a ve  H a rd y .

F ro m  its  g e n e ra l a p p e a ra n c e  and c o ve r b lu rbs , 
o n e  w o u ld  a s s u m e  th a t th is  is ha rd  sc ie n ce  
f ic t io n . A fte r  a ll, e ve n  N E W  SCIENTIST sa id : 
"G o d -like , m ille n n ia -s p a n n in g  g a la xy  c re a to rs ", 
and  N E W  S C IEN TIS T w o u ld n 't  re v ie w  fan tasy , 
w o u ld  it? N o tw ith s ta n d in g , I c o n s id e r th is  to  
be fa n ta s y  p re s e n te d  as s f. I tr ie d  to  check, 
w h e n  I p ic ke d  u p  th is  re v ie w  co p y , th a t it 
w a s n 't  pa rt o f a t r i lo g y  o r  m o re , as I ha te  tha t. 
B u t I m is s e d  th e  A u th o r 's  P o s ts c r ip t on page 
557 , in w h ic h  h e  e x p la in s  th a t th is  is " th e  fina l 
v o lu m e  in a s e r ie s  I ca ll th e  R adix T rend . M y 
in te n tio n  has b e e n  to  th e m a tic a lly  s tru c tu re  
ea ch  nove l a ro u n d  o n e  o f  th e  fo u r  ca rd ina l 
d im e n s io n s  th a t d e f in e  us and o u r w o r ld : 
h e ig h t, d e p th , w id th ,  a n d  t im e ...  In THE LAST 
LEG END S OF E A R TH , la n g u a g e  and ind iv id ua l 
c h a ra c te r f la t te n  b e fo re , th e  in e xo ra b le  
m y s te ry  o f c h a n g e  th a t  w e  ca ll t im e ."  W ish  
I'd  k n o w n  th a t b e fo re  I s ta r te d  re a d in g !

To m e . th is  is an e p ic  fa n ta s y  Q u e s t, b u t 
in s te a d  o f m a g ic  w e  ha ve  s c ie n t if ic  
ra tio n a lis a tio n s  fo r  w h a t  o ccu rs . Can you 
re a lly  be lie ve  th a t tw o  b illio n  yea rs  a fte r our 
S o la r S ys te m  e x p lo d e d , and  lo n g  a fte r  hum an 
life  has b e c o m e  e x tin c t,  a lie n  b e in g s  co u ld  
re -in ca rn a te  us f ro m  " its  fo s s il is e d  D N A  w h ic h  
d r if ts  as d e b ris  in  th e  v o id  o f d e e p  sp a c e ” ?

N o t ju s t  re c re a te  h u m a n  o rg a n is m s , b u t ac tu a l 
p e o p le  fro m  va rio u s  ag es  o f th e  E arth , 
c o m p le te  w ith  m e m o rie s  and  p e rso n a litie s?  
A n d  w hy?  T o  p o p u la te  a r tif ic ia l w o r ld s  (w h ich  
a re  a c tu a lly  th e  p a rts  o f  a v a s t s p a c e c ra ft)  and 
fe e d  th e  ev il, s p id e r- lik e  a lie n  Z o tl, w h o  fe e d  
on th e  pa in  in h u m a n  b ra ins  (h a s n 't th a t 
th e m e  been use d  in STAR TREK, a m o n g  
o th e rs? )

H o w e ve r, s tr ip p in g  a w a y  a ll th e  p re te n tio u s  
s tu f f ,  th is  is a g o o d , s o lid , g a la x y -s w e e p in g  
in te rs te lla r  a d ve n tu re , w ith  in te re s t in g  
ch a ra c te rs , w o r ld s , b a c k g ro u n d s  a n d  a liens , 
g o o d ie s  and b a d d ie s , t im e  tra v e l and  u lt im a te  
tr iu m p h  o f g o o d  o v e r ev il. T a ke  a lo o k  a t it  - it 
m a y  be  fo r  you . (It 's  a th ic k  b o o k  fo r  th e  
p r ice , to o .)

TH E  p e n g u in  B O O K  O F  M O D E R N  
FA N TA S Y  BY W O M E N  
ed . A .S u sa n  W ill ia m s  & R ic h a rd  G lyn  J o n e s . 
P e n g u in , pb . 5 6 0 p p . £ 8 .9 9 .
S ta r ra tin g  * * * *

R e v ie w e d  b y  C h ris  M o rg a n .

F irs t a se r io u s  c o m p la in t.  W h ile  o n e  m ig h t 
e x p e c t a fe m in is t  p u b lis h e r  lik e  T h e  W o m e n 's  
P ress o r V irago  to  p u t o u t an a n th o lo g y  o f th is  
k ind , fo r  P engu in  to  d o  it  is r id ic u lo u s ly  se x is t. 
W h e n  are th e y  g o in g  to  p u b lis h  a c o m p a n io n  
v o lu m e  o f fa n ta s y  by  m e n  to  eve n  th in g s  up? 
A n d  o n ce  th e y 've  d e c id e d  to  d is c r im in a te  on a 
se xu a l basis, can w e  e x p e c t th e m  to  d o  so  on 
g ro u n d s  o f c o lo u r o r ag e  o r le f t / r ig h t  
h a nded ness?

T h a t as ide , th e  a n th o lo g y  is o f  th e  ve ry  
h ig h e s t qu a lity . It has g a th e re d  its  in g re d ie n ts  
w id e ly , in c lu d in g  SF and  h o rro r  s to r ie s  as w e ll 
as all th a t o n e  m ig h t th in k  o f  as fa n ta s y .

N ea rly  all th e  w r ite rs  yo u  w o u ld  e x p e c t to  fin d  
a re  he re : Le G uin , C arte r, T u tt le , T ip tre e , Lee,



W ilh e lm . N o t ju s t re p re s e n te d , b u t w ith  
te r r if ic  s to r ie s , sh a rp  and  th o u g h t-p ro v o k in g  
W h a t a joy, to o , to  f in d  th a t th e  e a rlie r w r ite rs  
are n o t n e g le c te d . E liza b e th  B o w e n 's  “T h e  
D e m o n  Lover" o p e n s  th e  b o o k  (it's  
c h ro n o lo g ic a lly  a rra n g e d ), s e t t in g  a h igh  
s ta n d a rd  w ith  b e a u tifu lly  o b s e rv e d  d e s c r ip t io n  
and e x tra o rd in a ry  s u b tle ty . It's fo l lo w e d  by  
S h irley  Jackso n 's  “T h e  T o o th ", a l i t t le  
m a s te rp ie c e  o f p o s t-w a r un ease . A m o n g  la te r 
s to r ie s  are J o y c e  C aro l O a te s  w ith  a f in e  
h is to rica l p a s tic h e  on th e  s u b je c t  o f m e d iu m s  
and Suzy M cK e e  C harnas 's  "B oobs", m u ch  
fu n n ie r and n a s tie r th a n  m o s t w e re w o lf  
s to r ie s .

S o m e  o f th e  s to r ie s  are fa m ilia r  th ro u g h  
fre q u e n t a n th o lo g is a tio n , s u c h  as Zenna 
H end e rso n 's  "The A n y th in g  Box", th o u g h  m o s t 
a re  less w e ll k n o w n . F o rtu n a te ly , th e re 's  no 
real lean ing  to w a rd s  e x tre m e  fe m in is t  
m a te ria l he re , th e  c lo s e s t b e in g  "R e lics" by  
Z o e  Fa irba irns. T h e re  a re  a fe w  m a k e -w e ig h t 
s to r ie s , o rig in a l to  th is  v o lu m e , b y  p e o p le  you 
w o n 't  have heard  o f. T h e  w o rs t  c o n tr ib u t io n , 
th o u g h , is fro m  P .D .Jam e s , w h o  tr ie s  to  
s h o e h o rn  a fu tu r is t ic  m u rd e r m y s te ry  in to  
tw e n ty  pages and fa ils  bad ly .

G en era lly  sp e a k in g , it's  a b o u t th e  b e s t 
a n th o lo g y  o f th e  year.

G O LD  b y  Isaac A s im o v . 
H a rp e rC o llin s A /o y a g e , p b , 4 3 0 p p , £ 5 .9 9 .
S ta r ra tin g  * *
R e v ie w e d  by  C h ris  M o rg a n .

A t th e  age o f th ir te e n  I read  A s im o v 's  SF 
bo oks  and e n jo y e d  th e m . T h e y  are  idea l fo r  
th e  typ ica l 13 -yea r-o ld . T h a t is th e ir  s tre n g th  
and th e ir  w e a kn e ss , s in c e  if yo u  w a n t y o u r SF 
to  be  o rig ina l o r s u b tle  o r d e e p ly  c le ve r, you  
m u s t look to  a u th o rs  o th e r  th e n  A s im o v . Th is , 
his fina l c o lle c tio n , c o n ta in s  f i f te e n  s to r ie s  and 
a lm o s t fo r ty  b r ie f a r tic le s . I fo u n d  th e  s to r ie s

d is a p p o in tin g : fu ll o f o ld  id e a s , l im ite d  in th e ir  
v is io n s  o f th e  fu tu re , u n s o p h is t ic a te d  in th e ir  
c h a ra c te r in te ra c tio n , and g e n e ra lly  la ck in g  in  

a m b it io n  and c re d ib ility . T h e re 's  a ro b o t 
w h o s e  o w n e r e n co u ra g e s  h im  to  w r ite  f ic t io n  
u n til th e  ro b o t g e ts  to  do  it b e tte r  tha n  th e  
o w n e r. There 's  a te e n a g e r w h o  so lve s  a 
p la n e ta ry  life - fo rm  p ro b le m  w h ic h  his e ld e rs  
have re fu s e d  to  c o n s id e r T h e re  are seve ra l 
s h o rt-s h o rts  w r it te n  to  s u p p o r t  pu ns  or 
m o ra ls .

M o s t o f  th e  a r tic le s  are e d ito r ia ls  fro m  
A s im o v 's  m a g a z in e  or f ro m  a n th o lo g ie s . W h ile  
a fe w  are  o f lim ite d  use  to  a n y b o d y  w a n t in g  
to  be  a w r ite r , a lm o s t all a re  q u ic k  b its  of 
jo u rn a lis m , d a te d  and a w k w a rd ly  o u t o f 
c o n te x t, w h ic h  s h o u ld  n e ve r have been 
re p r in te d . Th is  v o lu m e  is n o t a w o r th y  
e p ita p h , b u t a cyn ica l e x e rc is e  in m a k in g  
m o n e y  o u t o f th e  dead.

T h e  "S tar R a tings" are:
=  Crap, b e yo n d  b e lie f.

* *  =  C rap, b u t re adab le .
* * *  =  N o t to o  b a d , rea lly .
* * * *  =  P re tty  g o o d  a c tu a lly .
* * * * *  =  BUY IT!

P lease re m e m b e r th a t re v ie w s  o f bo oks  
s h o u ld  reach M a rtin  T u d o r a t 24  
R a ve n sb o u rn e  G rove, o f f  C la rke s  Lane, 
W ille n h a ll, W V 1 3  1HX, w ith in  O NE M O N T H  o f 
y o u r ta k in g  th e  book .

A  n u m b e r o f p e o p le  s till o w e  re v ie w s , p le a se  
e n su re  th a t th e se , a long  w ith  re v ie w s  o f 
b o o ks  p ic ke d  up  at the  la s t m e e tin g  are 
p a s s e d /m a ile d  to  M a rtin  T u d o r a t/b y  th is  
m o n th 's  m e e tin g .



Novacon 27 
14th to 16th November 1997, 

the De Vere Abbey Hotel, Great Malvern, Guest of 
Honour Peter F Hamilton.

Attending membership costs £23.00 at Novacon 26, 
£25.00 after the con, rising again in April 1997.

JOIN EARLY

B O O K

YOUR HOTEL ROOM 
EARLY

O R  E L S E

D O N 'T  F O R G E T

WE KNOW WHERE 
YOU LIVE

For further details consult your programme 
package, speak to Carol Morton on the Novacon 

registration desk or write to: Novacon 27, 14 Park 
Street, Lye, Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY9 8SS.


